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OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

THE EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND 

FOR THE YEAR 1920. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY EDMUND BERNARD, VISCOUNT FITZ ALAN, 
&c., &c., &c. 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

I have the honour of submitting for your Excellency’s consideration this Report, 
on the Statistics of Emigration from Ireland for the year 1920. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


During the year 1920 the total number of emigrants (as returned by the 
enumerators), who embarked at Irish ports, with the intention of settling per- 
manently elsewhere, was 15,585, of whom 6,075 were males and 9,510 were females 
They include 15,531 (6,044 males and 9,487 females), representing 3-5 per 1,000 
of the estimated population, who were stated to be natives of Ireland, as compared 
with 2 975 such emigrants in 1919, equivalent to 0-7 per 1000. . , . 

During the period from the 1st May, 1851 (when the collection of emigration 
returns commenced) to 31st December, 1920, the number of natives of Ireland who 
emigrated was 4,338,199 (2,251,520 males and 2,086,679 females), equivalent to 83-2 
per cent, of the average population of the country. t . 

Table A, page 4, gives this information by counties and provinces ; Table 1 
furnishes information by counties and provinces, of the destinations of the emigrants 
in 1920 ■ Table 2 supplies particulars as regards the ages sexes and conjugal 
conditions ; Table 3 shows their occupations ; and Table 4 shows the numbers who 
embarked at the several ports of Ireland during each month of the year 1920. 


" An Emigrant ” is defined, for the purposes of this Report, as a personwho 
leaves Ireland with the intention of settling permanently elsewhere, and the 
Enumerators have instructions to furnish particulars regarding such persons 
departing in each passenger ship which sails from an Irish port. 


I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

WILLIAM J. THOMPSON, 
Registrar -General. 


Generai, Register Office. 

Charlemont House, Dublin, 
21 st June, 1921. 
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Table A — Showing, by Sexes, the number of Emigrants from each Province and 
County, from tire 1st of May, 1851, to the 31st of December, 1920, 
with the ratio to the average Population* 




Emigrants fro 

in 1st May, 1S51 

to 31st Dccemb 

cr, 1910. 


Estimated 




Emigrants to 
very 100 of the 





rverage populn- 

" 

Province of Leinster. 






Carlow County 

48,357 , 
427,137 j 

18,399 j 
70.4S6 

17,334 
56,099 | 

35,733 

126,585 

73-9 

29-6 

Kildare „ 1 

Kilkenny „ 

King’s „ 

78,180 

104,903 

76,311 

22,254 

40,606 

32,176 

18,017 
37,843 
30,424 1 

40,271 

78,449 

62,600 

51-5 
74-8 
82 0 

60,415 

32,228 

31,591 ; 

63,819 

105-6 


80,137 

24,3S5 

24,814 

49,199 

61 4 


91,968 

36,653 

33,237 

69,890 

76-0 

Queen’s „ 

Westmeath „ 

76,028 

30,238 

30,024 ; 

60,262 

79-3 

77,116 

128,422 

28,566 

40,046 

25,258 

36,022 

53,824 

76,068 

69-8 

59-2 

Wicklow ,, 

71,030 | 

17,863 

14,088 

31,951 

43-2 

Total, 

1,323,004 

393,900 

354,751 

748,651 

56-6 

Province of Munster. 







144,201 

83,031 

86,658 

169,689 

117-7 


492,309 

287,813 

269,271 

557,084 

113-2 

Kerry ,, 

191,800 

120,988 

122,066 

243,054 

126-7 

185,786 

98,178 

95,167 

193,345 

104-1 

Tipperary ,, 

Waterford ,, 

212,134 

114,698 

107,681 

222,379 


114,891 

58,879 

51,030 

109,909 

95-7 

Total, 

1,341,121 

763,587 

731,873 

1,495,460 

111-5 

Province of Ulster. 







416,804 

173,662 

127,986 

301,648 

72-4 


159,687 

60,490 

47,490 

107,980 

67-6 


128,430 

63,379 

62,232 

125,611 

97-8 


206,414 

74,403 

67,029 

141,432 

68-5 


295,002 

98,021 

66,277 

164,898 

55-9 


85,902 

30,758 

29,117 

59,875 

69-7 

Londonderry ,, 

164,630 

65,242 

51,023 

116,265 

70 -6 

Monaghan ,, 
Tyrone ,, 

102,619 

41,933 

38,446 

80,379 

78-3 

196,048 

79,820 

70,264 

150,084 

76-6 

Total, 

1,755,536 

688,308 

559,864 

1,248,172 

71-1 

Province of Connaught. 






Galway County 

239,303 

112,179 

125,220 

237,399 

99-2 

Leitrim ,, 

87,731 

42,418 

43,957 

86,375 

98-5 

Mayo ,, 

I 232,880 

91,328 

114,976 

206,304 

88-6 


130,735 

56,564 

60,542 

117,106 

89-6 

Sligo „ 

105,947 

41,470 

46,523 

87,993 

83-1 

Total, 

796,596 

343,989 

391,218 

735,177 

92-3 

County unspecified 



61,766 

48,973 

110,739 

- 

Total— Natives of Ireland, 

_ 

2,251,520 

2,086,679 

4,338,199 

83-2 

Persons belonging to other Countries 






who embarked at Irish Ports from 






1858io 1920, inclusive, ... 

— 

35,854 

15,060 

50,914 

— 

General Total 

I 5,216,257 
1 

2,287,374 

2,101,739 

I 4,389,113 

— 


* Based on the Census Returns ol 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891, 1901, and 1911 
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Table 1— Showing the Destinations of the Emigrants— Natives of Ireland— 
from each County and Province during the year 1920, and the number 
of Emigrants to every i,ooo of the Population, according to the Census of 



To 

Foreign Countries and 

:he Colonies 


To Great Britain 


Census 

Popula- 

No. of 
Emi- 
grants 
to every 

From what Countv 
or Province 











General 

merica 


^oiith 

Africa 

Aus- 

tralia 

New 

Zea- 

Other 

Coun- 

Total 

Eng- 
and and 

Scot- 

Total 

Total 

1911 

the 

Popu- 

lation. 


States) 




laud 

tries 


Wales 





Carlow, 

58 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

60 

19 


19 

79 

36,252 

2-2 

Dublin Co. and Co. 

222 

32 

- 

7 

1 

" 

202 

152 

38 

190 

452 

477,190 


Borough, 

Kildare • ■ , 

09 

8 

- 

- 

2 

2 

71 

5 

14 

19 

90 

66,627 

1-4 

Kilkenny, 

135 

2 

- 

5 

4 

- 

140 

9 


9 1 

155 

74,962 

2-1 

King's . 

101 

2 

- 

- 

- 


103 

- 

- 

- 

103 

56,832 

1-8 

Longford, 

254 

7 

- 

- 



201 

5 


5 

266 

43,820 


I.outh, . 

44 

21 

- 

1 

- 

1 

67 

39 

10 

49 

116 

63,665 

1-8 

Meath, . 

G3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

64 

28 

- 

28 

92 

65,091 

1-4 

Queen’s 

ED 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

63 

7 

1 

8 

71 

54,629 

1-3 

Westmeath, . 

70 

- 

- 

- 

- 


70 

9 

- 

9 

79 

59,986 

1-3 

Wexford, 

88 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

93 

23 

12 

35 

128 

102,273 

1-3 

Wicklow, 

27 

4 


1 

- 


32 

28 

15 

43 

75 

60,711 

1-2 

Total of Leinster, . 

1,180 

80 

- 

14 

7 

5 

1,292 

. 324 

90 

411 

1,706 

1,162,044 

1-5 

Clare, . 

710 

18 


1 

- 

_ 

729 

11 


11 

740 

104,232 

7-1 

Cork Co. and Co. . 

1,418 

24 


2 

9 

- 

1,453 

20 

2 

22 

1,475 

392,104 

3-S 

Borough, 
Kerry, . 

1,309 

21 

3 

1 

2 

- 

1,396 


_ 


1,396 

159,691 

8-7 

Limerick Co. and 

449 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

460 

6 


6 

466 

143,069 

3-3 

Co. Borough 
Tipperary, 

325 

4 


- 

- 

- 

329 

11 

- 

11 

340 

152,433 

2-2 

Waterford Co. and 

220 

11 


0 

- 

1 

238 

66 

3 

69 

307 

83,966 

3-7 

Co. Borough 














Total of Munster, . 

4,491 

88 

3 

11 

11 

1 

4,605 

114 

5 

119 

4,724 

1,035,495 

4-6 

Antrim Co. & Belfast 

761 

851 

41 

119 

89 

32 

1,S93 

_ 

- 


1,893 

480,016 

3-9 

Co. Borough, part of 
Armagh, 

292 

134 

- 

5 

3 

10 

444 

2 

- 

2 

446 

120,291 

3-7 

Cavan, . 

292 

28 

- 

14 

2 

- 

336 

12 

14 

26 

362 

91,173 

4-0 

Donegal, 

479 

59 

- 

8 

10 

1 

557 

- 



557 

168,537 

3-3 

Down Co. & Belfast 

351 

392 

10 

19 

35 

21 

828 

- 

- 


828 

305,098 

2-7 

Co. Borough, part of 
Fermanagh, . 

108 

79 

- 

4 

- 

- 

191 

- 

- 

- 

191 

61,836 

3-1 

Londonderry Co. and 

231 

171 

_ 


20 

7 

435 

- 

- 

- 

435 

140,625 

3-1 

Co. Borough 
Monaghan, 

79 

56 

1 

4 

7 

- 

147 

- 

- 


147 

71,455 

2-1 

Tyrone . 

290 

126 

4 

2 

13 

- 

441 

- 

- 

- 

441 

j 142,665 

3-1 

Total of Ulster, 

| 2,889 

j 1,890 

56 

175 

185 

71 

j 5,272 

14 

14 

38 

1 5,300 

1 1,581,690 

3-4 

Gahvay, 

1 1,094 

12 

1 

6 

_ 

_ 

1,113 

5 

- 

5 

1,118 

182,224 

61 

Leitrim, 

394 

9 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

403 

1 

- 

1 

404 

63,582 

6-4 

Mayo, 

' 1,392 

.0 

_ 

6 

- 

- 

1,40S 

9 

4 

13 

1,421 

1 192 177 

1 

74 

Roscommon, . 

447 

3 

_ 

- 

1 - 

- 

450 

2 

- 

2 

452 

| 93,956 

4-S 

sl >go, . 

401 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

406 

- 

- 

- 

406 

| 79,045 

5-1 

lotal of Connaugh 

1 3,728 

39 

1 

12 

- 

- 

3,780 

17 


21 

3, SOI 

| 610,984 

6-2 

Total Natives of 

1 12,288 

2,109 

00 

212 

203 

1 7 " 

* 14,949 

469 

113 

582 

15,531 

4,390,219 

3-5 

Ireland. 




1 











' Udlitliag . emigrants to Frim cc, 20 to Mesopotamia, 11 to British East Africa. 1 to India, -1 to Egypt, 3 to Belgium, 3 to Soalh America, and 
Africa, North Africa China, the West Indies, and the Malay Peninsula. 
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Tabi.E 2 .- Showing, for each County and Province the Numbers, Sexes, Ages, and Conjugal 
Condition of the Persons who emigrated from Ireland during the year 1920. 
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TABI.K 2— Showing, 
Condition of 


for each County and Province, the Numbers, Sexes, .Ages, and Conjugal 
'the Persons who emigrated from Ireland during the year 1920. 
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Table 3.— Showing the Occupations and Ages of Male and 


OCCUPATION* 


TOTAL MALES AND FEMALES, 


TOTAL MALES, 


1 Turners, 


1 Occupations 
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Emigrants who left Ireland during the year 1920. 


id 00 and Not 
wards lied. 


51 TOTAL MALES AND FEMALES. 


I . — Professional and Independent Class. 

I.— Middle Class. 

I . — Artisan Class and Petty Shopkeepers. 

V. — General Service Class. 

V. — U nspecified. 

I . — Professional and Independent Class .: — 
Clerical, Medical, Legal, and other Profess 
Gentlemen. 


[.—Middle Class: — 
Commercial Travellers. 

Schoolmasters and Teachers. 
Shopkeepers. 

Shop Assistants. 

“ Others." 


Ill —Artisan Class and Petty Shopkeepers.:— 
Bakers and Confectioners. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boiler -makers and Engine Fitters. 
Bookbinders. 

Boot and Shoe-makers. 

Bricklayers. 

Butchers. 

Cabinet-makers and Upholsterers. 
Carpenters and Joiners. 

Coopers. 

Engine Drivers. 

Goldsmiths, Silversmiths, and Jewellers. 
Hatters. 

Masons and Paviors. 

Millers. 

Millworkeis. ' 

Miners. 

Painters, Paper-hangers, Plumbers ana G 
Printers^’ 

Saddlers and Harness -makers. 
Shipbuilders ant Shipwrights. 

Smiths, General, 
stonecutters and Polishers. 

WhitSmiths and Tinsmiths. 

Trades not before specified. 

Other Occupations ranking with Trades. 


IV. — General Service Class .: — 

Hawkers and Pedlars. 

Stokers and Firemen . 

Gardeners. 

Labourers. . 

Railway Labourers, Navvies, and Platela 

Seamen- 

Servants. 

V.- Unspecified ( including Children). 


TOTAL FEMALES. 





Table 4. — Showing the number of Male and Female Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left Irish Ports during each month of the year 1920. 
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